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WELCOME!
Thank you for celebrating with us today. We
invite you to come and worship with us again.
If you would like to be a member of our faith
community, please take a moment to register.
We would love to have you as our spiritual
companion.
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And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
Mark 1: 11

Our Friendship with Christ Should Include Reverence
St John the Baptist was the first prophet to have arisen in Israel for almost three centuries. He was such an impressive figure that the people thought he might be the Messiah.
•
•
•

He had so much influence that King Herod eventually had to imprison him in order to avoid a popular revolt against the King's scandalous behavior, which John was denouncing.
Even a hundred years after Christ's resurrection this prophet's disciples continued to carry on his mission
of preaching repentance and baptizing.
Christ himself called John "a prophet and more than a prophet... the greatest among men born of women."
On the significant scales of holiness and historical importance, it's pretty clear that St John the Baptist occupies a pretty high level.

Yet John himself points out that "One mightier than I [Jesus] is coming after me."
•
•

To emphasize his point, he adds that he is "not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals." Taking off someone's sandals, in the ancient Near East, was a task reserved for slaves.
It was a slave's job to clean those grimy extremities, for which he would need to remove the sandals. So
John the Baptist, the greatest of prophets and the greatest of men, claims to be less than a slave in relation
to Christ's greatness.

John the Baptist not only recognized Christ's humanity; he also recognized Christ's divinity. As a result, his
relationship with Christ was marked not only by confidence and sincerity, but also by reverence. We, who are
much less holy and wise than St John the Baptist, should learn from his example.

Making Two New Holidays
In today's democratic and relativistic world, we have to make a conscious effort to develop this healthy sense
of reverence. One excellent tactic for that is to add two holidays to our personal yearly calendars.
First, we should celebrate our baptismal anniversary with at least as much hullabaloo as we do for our birthday.
•
•
•

Our birthday was important, but our baptismal day was even more important: it was our supernatural birthday. Baptism is the sacrament that makes us children of God and citizens of Christ's kingdom; it is the
door to everlasting life.
When Jesus was baptized, it showed that he was taking on our human nature and wanted to free us from
our sins by taking them upon himself.
When we were baptized, Christ's desire was fulfilled: we traded in our inheritance of original sin for a
share in God's own divine life; it was the beginning of our eternal adventure.

Second, we should celebrate our saint's day as a major personal holiday.
•
•
•

When we were confirmed, we consciously took the name of a saint, a patron, because we were consciously
taking upon ourselves the responsibility of following Christ, we were reverently pledging our allegiance to
Christ the King.
And in the sacrament of confirmation, the Holy Spirit poured his gifts into our soul, the same gifts that he
had poured into the soul of our patron saint.
By yearly celebrating that anniversary, we have a chance to renew that commitment, and to keep our priorities straight.

Reverence comes from a wise awareness of God's goodness and majesty. Adding those holidays to our calendar, for every member of the family, is a sure way to increase that awareness. It's also a lot of fun, and God
isn't against fun - after all, he invented it.

